FEELING

GUILTY FOR
LOVING
YOURSELF

Many Years of Education and No One
Taught Us How to Love Ourselves

ANTHONY ABBIN



Stop Feeling Guilty for Loving Yourself

COVER PAGE

Title: Stop Feeling Guilty for Loving Yourself
Subtitle: A Biblical and Emotional Guide to Healing, Boundaries, and Wholeness

Author: Anthony Abbin

TITLE PAGE

Stop Feeling Guilty for Loving Yourself
A Biblical and Emotional Guide to Healing, Boundaries, and Wholeness

By Anthony Abbin

COPYRIGHT PAGE

Copyright © 2025 Anthony Abbin
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by
any means without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations used in

critical reviews or articles. Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible.

DEDICATION

To the ones who kept giving, even when they were empty.
To the ones who never felt safe to say, ‘I need rest.”

To the ones who were praised for self-denial but punished for self-love.

This book is your healing permission. Your soul deserves peace.

PREFACE / AUTHOR'S NOTE

| was never taught to love myself.
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Not in school. Not in church. Not even at home. | was taught to strive, to serve, to sacrifice. But no one ever
taught me that | was allowed to rest. That | could say no. That I didn't have to prove | was good by constantly

performing.

The first time | heard the phrase “self-love,” | resisted it. It sounded worldly. Selfish. Soft. But years of burnout,
brokenness, and guilt taught me otherwise. | realized that what | called humility was actually hidden shame.
What | called sacrifice was often fear of rejection. And what | thought was love for others was sometimes just

the absence of love for myself.

This book was born from that revelation. From the late nights | spent questioning why | felt bad for needing
space. From the guilt that crept in every time | put myself on the list. From the holy anger | felt when | realized

how many people, especially believers, live in quiet torment, never feeling like they're allowed to breathe.

If you've ever felt guilty for loving yourself, you're not alone.

This book is not about pride. It's not about putting yourself above others. It's about alignment. Wholeness.
Healing. It's about being honest with God and kind to your own soul. You matter. Your voice matters. Your

boundaries are holy.

Jesus said to love your neighbor as yourself. But how can we obey that if we don't know how to love

ourselves first?

This is your invitation to stop apologizing for your humanity. To stop shrinking into guilt. To stop spiritualizing

your exhaustion. God is not glorified by your burnout.

You were never created to disappear. You were created to live whole.
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INTRODUCTION
No One Taught Us How to Love Ourselves

We were taught how to read, write, and count.
We were taught how to work hard, follow rules, and respect others.

Some of us were even taught how to pray, fast, tithe, and serve.
But almost none of us were taught how to love ourselves.

We were raised in classrooms that rewarded obedience but silenced emotion. We sat in pews where loving

others was preached, but loving ourselves was never explained. We learned early how to show up for people,

but not how to show up for our own hearts.
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So we learned to perform.
We learned to over-function.

We learned to hide our pain with a smile and call it strength.

And in the middle of all our doing, we lost the ability to be.

Self-love became suspect. Rest felt lazy. Boundaries felt rebellious. And every time we tried to honor our own

needs, guilt came knocking like a loud, angry judge.

But here's the truth:

Loving yourself is not a betrayal of your faith. It's a fulfillment of it.

God never asked you to erase yourself to prove your love for Him. He created you in His image. That means

your life has value, not just your service, not just your sacrifice, but your being.

The call to love your neighbor “as yourself” (Mark 12:31) is not a clever metaphor. It's a divine mirror. If you

don't learn to love you, your love for others will always be limited. Broken love spills from a broken place.

This book is a healing. A realignment. A sacred rebellion against the guilt that's been masquerading as

godliness.

You're allowed to care for your soul. You're allowed to rest without apology. You're allowed to stop

spiritualizing your exhaustion and start honoring the body, mind, and spirit God gave you.

Let's relearn what no one taught us.

Let's love ourselves well, so we can love the world deeply.

Let's begin.
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CHAPTER ONE

You're Not Selfish, You're Healing

Guilt is a quiet killer. It doesn't scream. It whispers.

It sneaks in when you cancel a plan because you're exhausted. It creeps up when you say no to helping
someone, again. It shows up in the silence after you finally ask for what you need. And for many, especially

those raised in performance-driven homes or religious spaces, guilt feels holy.

But guilt isn't always conviction. Sometimes, guilt is just a symptom of your growth.

There's a dangerous lie many of us absorbed: that loving ourselves means we are self-centered, egotistical, or
unspiritual. So we lived on edge, apologizing for our boundaries, downplaying our needs, over-functioning to

prove we were good. We became addicted to being needed, even if it was killing us quietly.

Let’s tell the truth: self-neglect is not righteousness. It's dysfunction dressed in religious language. And no one

gets healed by staying broken just to keep others comfortable.

Jesus wasn't afraid to rest. He wasn't afraid to walk away. He wasn't afraid to be alone.

“But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” (Luke 5:16 NIV)

He did it not because He lacked compassion, but because He understood capacity. He modeled the rhythm of
retreat, of silence, of stillness. He didn't explain Himself. He didn't apologize. He simply knew His soul

mattered.

You are not selfish for needing space. You are not wrong for protecting your energy. You are not a bad

Christian for saying no. You are healing.
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Healing Means Learning to Say Yes to Yourself

Every time you set a boundary, you teach your soul safety.
Every time you choose rest over performance, you reclaim your worth.

Every time you prioritize your mental health, you honor your design.

This is not self-worship. It's self-stewardship.

The Bible calls you a temple. Not a machine. Not a martyr. A temple.

‘Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you...?" (1 Corinthians 6:19 NIV)

Temples are cared for. Protected. Honored. No one walks into a holy sanctuary and trashes it. But that's what
we've allowed others to do to us, and what we've often done to ourselves. We let guilt become our compass

instead of the Spirit. And we wonder why we feel burned out, bitter, or invisible.

You're not selfish. You're remembering who you are.

The Difference Between Self-Love and Self-lIdolatry

Let's make this plain: There's a difference between loving yourself and worshipping yourself.

Self-love says, “God made me. | am valuable. | will honor that.”

Self-idolatry says, “I am the center of everything. | must always come first.

The first is humility in action. The second is pride.

When you love yourself rightly, you won't need to diminish others. You won't crave control. You won't live

entitled. You'll simply walk in balance, giving from a place of overflow, not depletion.
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You'll begin to understand that your peace is not a luxury. It's a necessity. Your health is not an afterthought.

It's sacred. And your needs are not inconveniences. They are indicators.

Signs You're Healing from Guilt-Driven Living:

You stop over-explaining your decisions

You recognize emotional manipulation and say no without fear

You schedule rest without guilt

You no longer equate busyness with godliness

You find yourself breathing deeper, laughing more, caring honestly

Healing doesn't mean you stop serving. It means you stop serving to be seen.
Healing doesn't make you hard. It makes you clear.

Healing doesn't pull you away from God. It draws you deeper into Him.

Because now, you're not trying to earn love. You're living from it.

Let this be the year you stop calling your healing selfish.
Let this be the season you stop explaining your rest.

Let this be the moment you silence the guilt and let grace speak louder.

You're not selfish. You're healing. And heaven rejoices at your return.

Reflection:
Where do | still feel guilty for loving myself?

What boundary do | need to set this week as an act of healing?

Prayer:

Father, help me break agreement with guilt. Teach me how to walk in love that begins with truth. Let me care

for what You created with wisdom, courage, and peace. Amen.
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CHAPTER TWO

Childhood, Church, and the Shame Cycle

Before we learned to walk, we were already learning to hide.

Children don't just inherit genes. They inherit patterns. Silence. Pressure. Fear. They soak it in. Not because
they're weak, but because they're wide open. Every look, every tone, every unmet need leaves a mark. And

those marks grow with us.

For many, the guilt we feel for loving ourselves didn't start in adulthood. It started in childhood, when our
emotional needs were treated like distractions, when our questions were met with rebuke, when our tears

were called weakness, and our desire for affirmation was called pride.

We were taught to obey, but not to feel. We were taught to give, but not to receive. We were taught to be seen

and not heard, and later, not even seen.

By the time we entered church spaces, many of us were already half-invisible.

How Religion Reinforced the Shame

Church was supposed to be a hospital for the soul. But for many, it became a training ground for shame.

Not because the gospel is wrong. But because culture crept in.

Some were told that wanting good things was carnal. That desiring joy, rest, or abundance was worldly. That

self-denial was the only holy posture. So we turned our backs on our own souls and called it sacrifice.

We clapped while being crushed.

We served while silently suffocating.

We confused spiritual death for spiritual depth.
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But Jesus never modeled that.

He loved deeply. But He didn't disappear. He gave completely. But He never gave out of guilt. He laid down His

life—but only at the appointed time, not every time someone made a demand.

When guilt is your fuel, burnout is inevitable. And when shame is your compass, love becomes performance.

Understanding the Shame Cycle

The shame cycle begins with a simple message: You are not enough.

That message can be planted by a parent, a teacher, a spiritual leader, or even a culture. Once planted, it
grows roots, deep and hidden. It affects how you talk to yourself, what you tolerate, who you trust, and how

you set boundaries.

Here's what the cycle often looks like:

1. You feel the need to prove your worth.

2. You overextend, overgive, or overperform.
3. You get exhausted, resentful, or unseen.
4. You feel guilty for feeling that way.

5. You blame yourself and try harder.

And around you go. Until one day, you crash. Or wake up. Or both.

Psychological Roots of Guilt and Shame

From a psychological perspective, guilt says, 7 did something wrong.”But shame says, “There’s something

wrong with me.”
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When a child grows up feeling emotionally unsafe, they internalize every disappointment as their fault. If a
parent is unavailable, they assume it's because they are unworthy. If love is only given when they perform,

they learn that identity must be earned.

This trauma of conditional acceptance becomes the lens through which we view God. We begin to believe:

God only loves me when I'm perfect.

If | set boundaries, I'm disobeying God.
If I rest, I'm being lazy.

If I say no, I'm being selfish.

That's not faith. That's fear masquerading as reverence.

Healing Means Reparenting the Soul

You cannot heal from shame with hustle. You can only heal with truth.

And the truth is: You were never meant to live in cycles of guilt. You were never called to sacrifice your

personhood to be accepted by God. You were already chosen, already loved, already worth dying for.
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus..” (Romans 8:1)

That includes you.

Part of healing is learning to reparent your inner child, the version of you who never felt safe, never felt

enough, never felt seen.

Speak kindly to that child. Learn to pause when your body tightens with shame. Replace the lie with the truth:

1 am allowed to feel.

My needs matter.

Boundaries protect love, they don't cancel it.
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Jesus Breaks the Shame Cycle

Shame isolates. But love restores.

Look at the woman at the well. She came to draw water alone, rejected by society, trapped in cycles of broken
love. Jesus didn't avoid her. He didn't shame her. He saw her. And for the first time, she realized she was

worthy of living water,

That's what He offers you. Not performance, but presence. Not guilt, but grace. Not shame, but sonship.

You can break the cycle. You can be the first in your family to say, 7 will not pass this down.”You can unlearn

the scripts. You can rewrite the story.

You are not selfish. You are healing what no one else had the courage to face.

Reflection:
What messages did | absorb in childhood or church that taught me to feel guilty for loving myself?

What lie do | need to replace with truth today?

Prayer:
Jesus, heal the places in me that were shaped by shame. Break every cycle that keeps me bound to guilt.

Teach me to love myself the way You love me, boldly, gently, and truthfully. Amen.

CHAPTER THREE

What the Bible Actually Says About Loving Yourself

The command is simple, but most of us missed it:

“Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:37)
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We heard the first part loud and clear, love your neighbor. Serve. Give. Forgive. We built sermons around it. We

made it our mission. But the second part, as yourself, got buried. Ignored. Treated like a dangerous footnote.

The truth is, you cannot obey that command fully unless you understand what it means to love yourself

rightly.

God never asks us to give what we don't first possess. So if love is meant to flow outward, it must first be
rooted inward. And if we ignore that truth, we build a version of love that is shallow, performative, and

unsustainable.

To love others well, you must stop feeling guilty for loving yourself.

Biblical Love Starts Within

Let's get this straight: self-love is not self-worship. It is not narcissism. It is not vanity. It is biblical stewardship

of the image of God in you.

“So God created mankind in His own image..." (Genesis 1:27)

That includes you. You were made in His likeness. That means you are not disposable. You are not worthless.

You are not random. To despise yourself is to dishonor the One who made you.

David understood this. That's why he said:

‘| praise You because | am fearfully and wonderfully made.” (Psalm 139:14)

That's not arrogance. That's reverence.

There is nothing holy about hating yourself.
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Jesus Loved Others Because He Knew Who He Was

Jesus washed feet, fed multitudes, healed the sick, and laid down His life, but He never lost Himself to do it.

He knew who He was. He lived from identity, not insecurity.

‘I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” (John 10:14)

He didn't serve to feel valuable. He served because He knew He was valuable. His love for others was not a

substitute for self-worth. It was the overflow of it.

If we're going to walk like Jesus, we must do the same.

Scriptural Proofs That Support Loving Yourself

You are God's dwelling place.

‘Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit?” (1 Corinthians 6:19)

To love yourself is to care for what God calls sacred.

You are already accepted.

"He made us accepted in the Beloved.” (Ephesians 1:6 KJV)

You don't need to earn God's love by neglecting yourself. You are accepted as you are.

You are valuable.

“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. You are worth more

than many sparrows.” (Luke 12:6-7)

If God values you, it's time you agree with Him.
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You are commanded to renew your mind.

“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind..” (Romans 12:2)

That includes how you think about yourself.

You are called to love with wholeness.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind." (Matthew 22:37)

You cannot love God with your whole heart if you're constantly hiding parts of yourself in guilt and shame.

The Enemy’s Strategy: Twist the Truth

The enemy knows he can't stop God's love for you. So he tries to stop your agreement with it. His weapon of

choice is guilt.

He whispers lies like:

¢ “You're being selfish.”
¢ “God is disappointed in you.”

¢ “If you really loved God, you wouldn't think about yourself.”

But those are distortions, not doctrine.

The gospel is a message of restoration. Of healing. Of freedom. And that freedom includes freedom from

toxic self-hatred. Real love doesn't shrink you, it restores you.
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What Loving Yourself Actually Looks Like

¢ Saying yes to rest without shame

¢ Speaking truth over your life daily

¢ Forgiving yourself the way God already has

¢ Breaking agreement with every lie about your worth

e Treating your body with care, not contempt

¢ Letting go of relationships that dishonor who you are becoming

¢ Making room for joy, peace, and celebration

This is not “worldly self-care.” This is Kingdom alignment.

You are not the source of your love. God is. But you are the vessel. And when you dishonor the vessel, you

limit the flow.

Loving Yourself Honors God

When you love yourself, you're not competing with God, you're agreeing with Him.

When you honor your body, you're honoring the temple.
When you speak life over your soul, you're echoing His voice.

When you set boundaries, you're protecting what He's building.

There is no contradiction between holiness and self-love. They were never enemies. In truth, holiness makes

you whole—and wholeness is where real love begins.

Stop waiting for permission.

The Word already gave it to you.

Love your neighbor as yourself. But first, love yourself as God does.
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Reflection:
Which Scriptures in this chapter speak directly to my struggles with self-love?

What would it look like to start agreeing with God about who | am?

Prayer:
Father, help me see myself the way You see me. Teach me to love what You created. Heal the parts of me

that still reject Your truth. Let my self-love become a reflection of Your goodness. Amen.

CHAPTER FOUR

Boundaries Are Holy

If the enemy can't destroy you with sin, he'll try to drain you with guilt.

Most people are not burned out from evil. They're burned out from trying to be everything for everyone. Saying
yes when they want to say no. Carrying more than God asked them to carry. Feeling responsible for other

people’s emotions, healing, or happiness.

This is not love. It's spiritual slavery with a smile.

And the antidote is not more giving. It's holy boundaries.

What Are Boundaries?

Boundaries are not walls to keep people out. They are gates that honor what comes in and what stays out.

They are not selfish, mean, or unkind. Boundaries are a form of wisdom. They are how love stays healthy.

A boundary says, ‘I am responsible to you, but | am not responsible foryou.”

A boundary says, “I can love you and still say no””
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A boundary says, ‘I refuse to betray myself in order to keep the peace”

God is a God of boundaries. From Eden to the Ten Commandments to the way Jesus lived—He never

encouraged people to live boundary-less lives. He calls us to love with clarity, not codependency.

Jesus Modeled Boundaries Perfectly

Jesus was always available to the Father, but not always available to people.

He withdrew from crowds.

He walked away from pressure.

He didn't heal everyone at once.

He slept in storms.

He said hard things and didn't explain them to everyone.

He let people leave when they didn't understand.

“But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” (Luke 5:16)

”

“Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him..” (Matthew 13:36)

Jesus was not rude. But He was rooted.

He knew when to engage and when to withdraw. When to speak and when to be silent. When to give and

when to rest. That's what healthy love looks like.

If Jesus, the Son of God, needed boundaries, how much more do we?

Why We Feel Guilty for Setting Boundaries

Most people were not taught how to say no with grace. We were raised to avoid conflict. To keep the peace at

all costs. To believe that being liked was the same as being righteous.




Stop Feeling Guilty for Loving Yourself

So when we set boundaries, we feel guilty.
We feel like we're letting people down.
We worry that we'll be misunderstood.

We fear being called selfish.

But guilt is not always the voice of God. Sometimes, it's the echo of old programming.

Setting a boundary is not a sin. It's a declaration:

¢ That your time matters.
e That your health matters.

e That your presence is a privilege, not a punishment.

Boundaries teach people how to treat what God is healing.

Types of Boundaries You Need to Practice

1. Emotional Boundaries
You are not a dumping ground for people’s unchecked emotions. You can say, “I'm not in the space to
hold this right now.”

2. Physical Boundaries
Your body is not public property. You are allowed to decline touch, space, or proximity. You don't need
a reason.

3. Mental Boundaries
Not every debate deserves your energy. You are not required to engage in arguments that drain your
peace.

4. Spiritual Boundaries
Just because someone uses Scripture doesn't mean they have access to your heart. Protect your soul
from religious manipulation.

5. Time Boundaries

Your time is sacred. Guard it. Budget it. Don't let people treat it like it’s free.
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God Honors Healthy Boundaries

Throughout Scripture, God set boundaries, not to withhold love, but to protect it.

¢ In Eden, He drew a boundary around the tree of knowledge.
¢ In the Law, He gave commands that marked the difference between holy and unholy.

¢ In redemption, He makes clear that access to Him is through Christ, not through force.

Boundaries are not rejection. They are protection.
Boundaries are not pride. They are wisdom.

Boundaries are not about control. They are about clarity.

You teach the world how to treat you by what you allow.

If your love is always available but never guarded, it will be abused.
If your time is always open but never honored, it will be wasted.

If your voice is always present but never respected, it will be silenced.

God does not want you used. He wants you whole.

How to Set a Boundary Without Guilt

Start small. Say no to something minor and observe how your body reacts.

Practice language like:

o “That doesn’t work for me right now.”
o “I'd love to help, but | can't commit to that.”

o “I need some space to process this.”

Expect discomfort, but don't interpret it as wrong.

Remind yourself: Boundaries are not punishments. They are protections.
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Love Without Boundaries Is Not Sustainable

If love costs you your peace, your health, or your identity, it's not love. It's martyrdom. And God never called

you to die on every hill. Jesus already did that.

You were not created to carry everyone’s burdens. You were created to carry His yoke, which is easy and light.

“Take my yoke upon you... For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:29-30)

You are allowed to rest.
You are allowed to say no.

You are allowed to guard your heart, your time, and your mind.

Boundaries are holy. And when you set them, you honor the One who made you.

Reflection:

Where in my life do | need a clear boundary? What's stopping me from setting it?

Prayer:
Lord, give me the wisdom to recognize what is mine to carry and what is not. Help me set boundaries that

protect what You are building in me. Teach me to walk in love with clarity, not guilt. Amen.

CHAPTER FIVE

Self-Love as Stewardship

You are not your own, but you are still responsible for you.

This is one of the deepest paradoxes of spiritual maturity. You belong to God completely. Yet He entrusts you

with the care of your own soul, body, mind, and life. That's what stewardship means. And if were going to take

God seriously, we must also take ourselves seriously.
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Loving yourself is not an act of ownership. It's an act of stewardship.

What Is Stewardship?

Stewardship is not control. It's care.
Stewardship is not possession. It's responsibility.

Stewardship means you manage what belongs to another with wisdom, dignity, and intentionality.

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from

God? You are not your own.” (1 Corinthians 6:19)

We quote this verse often when warning people about sin. But rarely do we reflect on what it really demands:

If your body is God's temple, then every time you neglect it, overwork it, starve it, exhaust it, or dishonor it—you

are mismanaging holy ground.

If your mind is meant to be renewed daily, then every time you flood it with poison, comparison,

condemnation, or chaos, you are damaging a vessel that carries divine intelligence.

If your heart is the wellspring of life, then every time you let bitterness fester, wounds remain unchecked, or

trauma go unhealed, you are abandoning the very engine that moves you.

Self-love is the practical application of spiritual stewardship.

Why Many Believers Struggle With Self-Care

The problem isn't that we don't believe in rest, healing, or care. The problem is that many of us believe it's a

reward for when everything else is done.
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So we push self-care to the margins.
We call it selfishness.
We delay it until after the burnout.

We feel guilty when we choose it.

But here's the truth:

You don't take care of yourself afterthe battle. You take care of yourself so you can lastin the battle.

You don't wait for collapse before you pause. You pause to avoid collapse.

Jesus didn't withdraw after He was exhausted. He withdrew regularly so He wouldn't become exhausted.

That is stewardship.
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How to Steward Your Temple

1. Your Body

o Feed it nourishing food. Not out of vanity, but vitality.

o Sleep. Your body needs cycles of renewal.

o Move. Exercise is not punishment, it's preservation.

o Listen. Pain is a messenger. Don't silence it. Understand it.

2. Your Mind

o Filter what you consume. Social media, news, conversations all feed your inner world.
o Challenge negative self-talk. Thoughts become strongholds.

o Learn. Grow. Stimulate your mind with truth and creativity.

o Create margins. Every mind needs space to breathe.

3. Your Emotions

o Feel fully. Don't suppress sadness, anger, or joy. Let them be teachers.
o Seek healing. Therapy is not weakness, it's wisdom.

o Journal. Praying on paper helps organize the chaos.

o Forgive. It's not approval, it's release.

4. Your Spirit

o Meditate on the Word, not just for duty but for connection.
o Worship in stillness. Some of your healing won't happen in noise.
o Pray honestly. Stop performing. Talk to God as your Father.

o Restin grace. You are not your productivity.

Why This Matters to God

God never asks you to run yourself into the ground.
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He rested on the seventh day, not because He was tired, but to model wholeness.

He commanded the Sabbath, not as a ritual, but as a rhythm.

“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27)

He provided manna one day at a time, not to withhold, but to protect.

Even in the Old Testament, God gave clear laws about land, animals, people, all needing cycles of rest.

Because rest is how we honor the Creator.

When you care for yourself, you align with God's rhythm. You agree with His design. You protect the vessel

through which His glory flows.

This Is Not Selfishness. This Is Submission.

Submission is not just about obeying rules. It's about aligning your life with the wisdom of Heaven.

And Heaven's wisdom is this: You cannot pour from an empty cup. You are not effective when you are

constantly exhausted. You are not spiritual when you are emotionally unhealthy.

Loving yourself is not an act of pride. It's a posture of agreement.

Agreement with your design. Agreement with your value. Agreement with God's intention for your life.

Start Small. Be Consistent. Protect the Investment.

You may not change everything overnight. But every act of care is a seed.
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Drinking water when you’re used to ignoring thirst.

Sleeping on time when you used to push through the night.

Saying no without apology.

Laughing again. Resting again. Breathing again.

These are holy acts. Not indulgent. Not carnal. Not weak.

They are stewardship in motion.

And stewardship is worship.

Reflection:
What area of my life have | been mismanaging, physically, mentally, emotionally, or spiritually?

What small act of self-stewardship can | begin today?

Prayer:
Father, teach me how to care for what You've entrusted to me. Help me to stop calling neglect humility. Help
me treat my life as sacred ground. May my self-love become worship, and my care become obedience. In

Jesus' name, amen.

CHAPTER SIX

When You Always Feel Responsible for Others

Somewhere along the way, you became the fixer.

The one who always steps in. The one who always says yes. The one who carries not just your own load but
everyone else’s. You carry pain that isn't yours. You clean up messes you didn't make. You apologize for

things you didn't do.

And when you finally get tired, when your body aches, your mind burns out, or your soul starts to unravel—you

feel guilty. You hear the whisper: You're letting therm down.
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This is not compassion. This is bondage.

And it's time to break it.

The Savior Complex Is a Silent Thief

It starts subtly. You want to help. You want to be there. You want to do the right thing. But slowly, your

kindness becomes a compulsion. You don't just offer support, you feel responsible for their outcome.

You try to rescue everyone.
You try to hold everyone together.

You try to make sure no one ever feels pain.

But here’s the truth:

You are not Jesus. And even Jesus didn't fix everyone.

“When Jesus saw him lying there... he asked him, ‘Do you want to get well?” (John 5:6)

Jesus never forced healing. He never begged people to change. He offered truth, love, presence, and power,

but He let them choose. He didn't carry what they refused to confront.

You're allowed to stop carrying people who refuse to walk.

The Emotional Cost of Over-Responsibility

When you constantly feel responsible for others, it creates chronic anxiety. Your peace becomes tied to their

behavior. Your mood depends on their reactions. Your identity becomes a mirror of how well they're doing.

This is not love. This is co-dependence dressed in devotion.

Signs you're carrying what's not yours:
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You feel guilty for resting while others struggle.

You constantly replay conversations, wondering if you did enough.

You say yes when everything in you wants to say no.

You feel like if you don't help, everything will fall apart.

This is unsustainable. And it's not holy. It's harmful.

Compassion Without Consumption

God calls you to carry burdens, not identities.

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)

But a few verses later, Paul says:

“Each one should carry their own load.” (Galatians 6:5)

What does this mean?

There's a difference between a burden and a backpack.

A burden is a weight that overwhelms. A backpack is a personal responsibility.

You're called to help with burdens. You're not called to carry backpacks that people refuse to wear. The

boundary is not a lack of love, it's love with clarity.

Spiritual Manipulation and False Guilt

Many of us were guilted into over-functioning by spiritual language:
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e “Be selfless.”
e “Lay down your life.”

e “Belike Jesus.”

But being like Jesus does not mean becoming everyone’s savior.

Jesus died once. You don't have to die every day for someone else’s bad decisions. You don't have to bleed
emotionally so others don't have to feel conviction. You don't have to sacrifice your peace to prove you love

them.

You are allowed to say:

¢ “llove you, but | can't fix this.”
¢ “I'm here for you, but I'm not your solution.”

e “l trust God to meet you where | can't”

Boundaries Are Love in Action

When you love people without boundaries, you teach them to depend on you instead of God. You become

their source, their emotional crutch, their decision-maker.

That's not compassion. That's control rooted in fear.

True love empowers. It doesn't enable.
True love points to God. It doesn't replace Him.

True love respects freedom. It doesnt manipulate outcomes.

Healing Your Inner Rescuer

Ask yourself: What made me believe | had to fix everything?




Stop Feeling Guilty for Loving Yourself

Maybe it was a chaotic home where you had to grow up too fast.
Maybe it was a parent who leaned on you emotionally.
Maybe it was a church culture that equated sacrifice with sainthood.

Maybe you just didn't want anyone to feel what you felt.

Whatever the origin, you are allowed to heal. You are allowed to stop playing God. You are allowed to stop

setting yourself on fire to keep others warm.

People may be disappointed. That's okay.
You may feel uncertain. That's okay.

Letting go will feel like failing. But it's actually freedom.

You are not cold.
You are not unloving.

You are not selfish.

You are finally taking your hands off what was never yours to fix.

Reflection:
Where in my life do | feel overly responsible for someone else’'s emotions or decisions?

What fear is driving my need to rescue or fix?

Prayer:
Father, deliver me from the false burden of being everyone's savior. Teach me how to love without losing

myself. Break every chain of guilt and emotional entanglement. Show me how to release others to You. In

Jesus’ name, amen.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Choosing You Is Not a Betrayal

Healing comes with a price.
Not because you owe it, but because you start to change.

And when you change, you disrupt systems that were built around your dysfunction.

Suddenly, the people who were used to your silence are uncomfortable with your voice.
The ones who benefited from your people-pleasing call you proud.

The ones who demanded your availability call you distant.

And in the middle of your growth, guilt whispers again:
“You've changed.”
“You're not who you used to be.”

“You're abandoning them.”

But the truth is, you are not betraying them. You are becoming you.

The Fear of Abandoning Others

One of the hardest parts of healing is feeling like you're leaving others behind.
You start to make healthier decisions.
You stop over-explaining.

You take space for rest, clarity, and prayer.

And some people don't like it.
They interpret your clarity as rejection.

They weaponize your boundaries.

They tell you you're being ungrateful, cold, or rebellious.
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But that's not your burden to carry.

The people who truly love you will adjust to your healing.

The people who only loved your brokenness will resist it.

“Can two walk together unless they are agreed?” (Amos 3:3)

The truth is, alignment matters.

And if you're the only one bending to maintain connection, it's not agreement. It's abandonment—of yourself.

Jesus Faced This Too

Jesus loved perfectly, but even He disappointed people.

His family thought He was out of His mind (Mark 3:21).
The rich young ruler walked away when Jesus told him the truth (Mark 10:22).

Many disciples stopped following Him when His teachings got uncomfortable (John 6:66).

He didn't change His message to keep them.
He didn't chase after them.

He didn't apologize for choosing obedience.

He knew that alignment with the Father would sometimes look like betrayal to people who misunderstood His

mission.
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People Will Project Their Fear Onto Your Freedom

When you start healing, your life becomes a mirror.
Your boundaries reflect where others have none.
Your peace confronts their chaos.

Your joy exposes their bitterness.

Your growth challenges their stagnation.

And instead of asking how they can grow too, they label you:

e “You've become too independent.”
¢ “You think you're better than us.”

e “You're just being difficult.”

But these accusations are not prophecies. They are projections.
And your job is not to shrink to avoid them.

Your job is to stay free.

Choosing You Is Not Betrayal. It's Agreement with Heaven.

When you choose yourself, you're not saying others don't matter.

You're saying: / matter too.

When you choose rest, you're not rejecting responsibility.

You're refusing to perform for acceptance.

When you choose truth, you're not attacking others.

You're honoring the light within.

God did not create you to disappear inside relationships, churches, or systems.

He created you to walk in truth.
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“You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32)

Sometimes that truth will lead you away from places where you were once celebrated.
Sometimes that truth will call you out of roles you never agreed to.

Sometimes that truth will make you a stranger in your own circle.

But freedom is worth the awkwardness.
Freedom is worth the distance.

Freedom is worth losing proximity to gain authenticity.

What Choosing You Looks Like in Real Life

e Saying no without apology

¢ Leaving environments that no longer reflect your values

¢ Taking time to heal without explaining your every move

¢ Declining toxic invitations, even from family

¢ No longer arguing with people committed to misunderstanding you

¢ Prioritizing joy, rest, and clarity over people-pleasing

This is not selfish. This is sacred.

Because when you choose you, you're actually choosing the God in you.

You're choosing alignment with His truth, His design, and His desire for your wholeness.

The Ones Who Are Meant for You Will Understand

You don't have to beg to be understood.

You don't have to contort to be accepted.

You don't have to stay in rooms where your presence is tolerated but your boundaries are attacked.
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God is sending people who will celebrate your freedom, not fear it.
Who will walk with you, not try to drag you back.

Who will call out your purpose, not just your past.

Until then, walk with God.
Walk in truth.

Walk in love, with yourself and with others.

Choosing you is not a betrayal.
It's obedience.
It's healing.

It's coming home.

Reflection:
Where have | been shrinking or apologizing just to stay accepted?

What do | need to choose today that reflects God's truth about me?

Prayer:
Lord, I repent for calling my freedom rebellion. Help me walk in truth, even when it's uncomfortable. Teach me

to honor my soul without guilt. Show me how to choose what You've chosen in me. In Jesus' name, amen.

CHAPTER EIGHT

God Is Not Glorified by Your Burnout

There is nothing holy about exhaustion.

Yet somehow, many believers have come to equate tiredness with spirituality. Burnout is worn like a badge of

honor. Rest feels suspicious. Boundaries feel like betrayal. And the more depleted we become, the more

convinced we are that we're doing God's will.
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This is not the gospel. It is a distortion. And it is killing people slowly in the name of faith.

The Lie of Over-Functioning Spirituality

We were taught that to be like Christ is to always be available.
To always say yes.

To always show up, even when we're empty.

But Jesus never taught this.

He loved deeply. But He also withdrew often.
He served faithfully. But He also slept.
He healed many. But He didn't heal everyone.

He obeyed the Father. But He never let people drive His schedule.

“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place,

where he prayed.” (Mark 1:35)

Even Jesus, with all His power and wisdom, honored His need for space. He didn't wait until He was on the

verge of collapse. He guarded His rhythm.

What makes us think we're more spiritual by doing less resting?

Burnout Is Not a Fruit of the Spirit

You don't need a prophetic gift to recognize burnout.
It looks like irritability.

It feels like numbness.

It manifests as physical exhaustion, emotional fragility, spiritual dryness, and relational withdrawal.
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And yet we say we're “just busy.”
We spiritualize the burnout.
We call it diligence. We call it service.

But it's often disobedience in disguise.

Why? Because God never called you to do everything.
He called you to do what He assigns.

And sometimes, saying yes to everything means you're saying no to Him.

"My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:30)

If the yoke you're carrying is crushing you, it's not from Him.

Sabbath Is Not a Suggestion. It's a System.

Sabbath was not given as a bonus for those who finished their work.

It was woven into the creation pattern.

“By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all

his work.” (Genesis 2:2)

God, who never gets tired, rested.
Not because He needed it.

But because we would.

He modeled the principle before we ever had the capacity to understand it. Rest is not the reward for a job

well done. Rest is part of the job.

When you ignore rest, you are ignoring part of what makes your work sustainable.
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Why We Feel Guilty for Resting

Many of us were programmed to associate rest with laziness.
We were told to always be productive.
To stay busy.

To fill every hour.

So when we pause, the guilt creeps in.
But guilt is not always conviction.

Sometimes it's just an old voice trying to keep you in bondage.

If you feel guilty for resting, it's time to unlearn what fear taught you.

You are not what you produce.
You are not your schedule.

You are not your output.

You are loved, before the work, after the work, and even when you step away from the work.

Rest Is Resistance Against a Culture of Performance

Rest says:

e |trust God to hold the world while | sleep.
¢ | believe my worth is not tied to my usefulness.

e | am not the source. God is.

When you rest, you declare war on every lie that told you your value was in your hustle.

You remind your soul that peace is not a luxury. It's a necessity.
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And yes, people may misunderstand. They may question your “drive.” They may say you're falling off.

Let them.

Let them talk while you breathe.
Let them judge while you heal.

Let them assume while you protect your assignment.

Because no one else is called to carry what you're called to carry. And if you die from burnout, they’ll move on

while your calling remains buried.

God's Glory Is Seen in Your Wholeness, Not Your Breakdown

When you are rested, you think clearer.
When you are rested, you hear God better.

When you are rested, you love from overflow, not obligation.

That is how God is glorified, not when you collapse from burnout, but when you walk in sustainable

obedience.

“In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength..” (Isaiah 30:15)

You don't have to earn your right to breathe.
You don't have to justify your need for rest.

You don't need to apologize for not being everything to everyone.

God is not glorified by your burnout.

He is glorified by your obedience, your joy, your wholeness, your faith, and your peace.
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So breathe.
Unplug.
Pause.

Reset.

Your soul is not a machine.
It's a sanctuary.

And it deserves to be treated as such.

Reflection:
Where have | equated exhaustion with spirituality?

What would it look like to honor rest as a command, not a reward?

Prayer:
Father, forgive me for wearing burnout like a badge. Teach me the rhythm of grace. Help me to live from Your

yoke, not my pride. Let my rest be an act of trust and obedience. Amen.

CHAPTER NINE

The Psychology of Guilt and Freedom

You cannot heal what you keep spiritualizing.

Guilt is not just a moral feeling. It is a psychological response. It shapes your decisions, your relationships,
and even your theology. And until you understand where it comes from, it will keep you in cycles of fear

disguised as faith.

This chapter is not about diagnosing you. It's about liberating you.

Because some of what you're calling “conviction” is actually conditioning. And some of the heaviness you've

normalized is not God—it's unresolved emotional programming.
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What Is Guilt?

Guilt is the internal message that says, “I did something wrong.”

Healthy guilt is a moral compass. It helps us recognize sin and return to alignment. It leads to repentance and

restoration.

But toxic guilt is different. It says, “Even when | do good, it's never enough”

It's not based on truth. It's rooted in fear, shame, and early life patterns.

The Origins of Toxic Guilt

Toxic guilt often forms in childhood when:

¢ Love was conditional on behavior

e Expression of needs was punished

e Emotions were dismissed or mocked

¢ You were held responsible for adult problems

¢ You were praised only when you were helpful

You learned that love had to be earned. You learned to feel responsible for everyone else’s peace. You learned

that your presence was only acceptable if it didn't disturb anyone.

And now, as an adult, you still carry that child's survival mechanism.
You over-apologize.

You say yes too quickly.

You feel bad for resting.

You can't enjoy peace without thinking something is wrong.

This isn't weakness. It's unresolved wiring. But the good news is, it can be healed.
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Guilt vs. Shame: Know the Difference

Psychologists differentiate between guilt and shame:

e Guilt says, ‘1 did something bad.”

e Shame says, “1am bad.”

Guilt focuses on behavior. Shame attacks identity.

Guilt can be healthy. Shame is always destructive.

Many Christians confuse the two.
So instead of repenting and moving on, they stay stuck in self-condemnation. Instead of receiving grace, they

replay their past. Instead of walking in sonship, they live in survival mode.

But Romans 8:1 says:

“There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

None. Not a trace.
Not after you repent.
Not after you're forgiven.

Not even after failure.

The Brain on Guilt

From a neuroscience perspective, guilt activates the limbic system, particularly the anterior cingulate cortex

and the insula. This is where emotional pain is processed.
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Chronic guilt keeps your nervous system in a state of hypervigilance.
You're always trying to avoid doing the wrong thing.

You read too deeply into people’s reactions.

You live for validation.

You replay conversations, trying to find what you should have done differently.

Over time, this leads to:

e Anxiety

e Depression

e Insomnia

e Chronic fatigue

e Emotional numbness

Your brain begins to associate peace with danger, because peace feels unfamiliar.

So even when God is trying to lead you beside still waters, your nervous system resists.

Breaking the Guilt Cycle

You don't just pray your way out of guilt. You retrain your mind with truth.

Romans 12:2 says:

“‘Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

Here's how that happens:
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1. Recognize the Lie

Pay attention to every thought that makes you feel small, unworthy, or selfish for

choosing peace.

2. Replace It with Truth

Speak Scripture aloud. Declare your identity. Remind your mind that you are not

what you fear.

3. Rehearse the New Pattern

o When you rest, don't apologize.
o When you say no, don't over-explain.
o When you honor your need, affirm yourself instead of judging yourself.

4. Restore Your Nervous System

Practice silence. Breathe deeply. Take walks without devices. Let your body

relearn what safety feels like.

5. Return to Grace Daily

You will relapse into guilt. That’s okay. Don’t shame yourself for it. Return to

grace without delay.

Freedom Is a Skill, Not Just a Miracle

Many are waiting for a single moment of deliverance from guilt.

But often, freedom comes as a daily decision.
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It's a lifestyle of choosing truth.
Of returning to your identity.
Of forgiving yourself even when others won't.

Of knowing that God is not disappointed in your weakness, He's glorified in your healing.

“|f the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (John 8:36)

That includes emotional freedom.
That includes mental freedom.

That includes freedom from guilt that's not yours to carry.

This Is What Freedom Feels Like

¢ Being able to say no without explaining

¢ Enjoying rest without apology

¢ Feeling peace without panic

e Speaking truth without trembling

¢ Walking away from manipulation without shame

¢ Believing that God delights in you, even on your quiet days

You don't owe anyone your exhaustion.
You don't owe guilt your allegiance.

You are free.

Live like it.

Reflection:

Where in my life am | still reacting to old guilt patterns?

What truth do | need to rehearse until it becomes normal?
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Prayer:
Jesus, thank You for freeing me, not just from sin, but from the weight of shame and guilt. Help me rewire my

mind with truth. Let my heart agree with Your love, and my life reflect the freedom You died to give me. Amen.

CHAPTER TEN

The Self-Loved Life

What does it look like to live as someone who is deeply loved by God, and who also loves themselves well?

Not just theoretically.

Not just in Sunday affirmations.

But in your daily rhythms.

In the choices you make when no one’s watching.

In the way you treat your body, your soul, your time, and your voice.

Because self-love isn't a one-time revelation.
It's a lifestyle.

It's the architecture of a new way of being, one built not on fear or guilt, but on truth, grace, and alignment.

Self-Love Is Not a Vibe. It's a Practice.

The self-loved life is not about spa days and good vibes.
It's about soul choices.

It's the quiet discipline of choosing what is right for your wholeness, even when it's inconvenient, unpopular, or

misunderstood.
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It's leaving environments that choke your identity.

It's deleting numbers that keep you in loops of pain.

It's eating what nourishes, not just what numbs.

It's being honest about your emotions instead of wearing masks.
It's learning to pause before reacting.

It's embracing the power of stillness.

This life does not happen by accident.

It is built, day by day, with intention.

“Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life” (Proverbs 4:23)

Guarding your heart means tending to it like a garden.
You protect what enters.

You water what matters.

You prune what no longer serves your growth.
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Signs You Are Living the Self-Loved Life

1. You No Longer Apologize for Your Boundaries
You don't explain your no with guilt. You trust the Spirit's leading. You know your peace is part of your
purpose.

2. You Choose Presence Over Performance
You don't strive to impress. You rest in who you are. You allow people to know the real you, not the
curated version.

3. You Experience Joy Without Fear
You no longer sabotage your own happiness. You receive goodness without waiting for it to fall apart.
You stop punishing yourself for feeling good.

4. You Honor Your Needs Without Shame
You drink water. You breathe deeply. You eat slowly. You rest fully. Not because you're lazy, but
because you're alive.

5. You Forgive Yourself With Compassion
You stop rehearsing your past mistakes. You learn the lesson and move forward. You speak to
yourself the way God does, with mercy.

6. You Are Comfortable Saying Yes to What Aligns
You no longer shrink. You no longer delay your dreams. You follow peace, even when it takes you
away from familiar places.

7. You Worship From Wholeness, Not Desperation

You come to God not just for rescue, but for relationship. Your worship flows from gratitude, not guilt.

Your identity is rooted in His voice, not in your works.
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What the Self-Loved Life Is NOT

It is not arrogant.

It is not loud for attention.

It is not addicted to control.
It is not indifferent to others.

It is not about superiority.

The self-loved life is deeply rooted in humility. Because when you know who you are in God, you no longer

compete. You no longer prove. You no longer chase validation. You walk in peace.

This Is What God Intended All Along

When Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” He wasn't giving a poetic suggestion.

He was revealing a pattern: love flows from within.

You were always meant to live as someone deeply cared for.
Someone who wakes up knowing they are held.
Someone who walks into a room knowing they don't have to beg to belong.

Someone who can grieve, laugh, rest, dream, and create, from a place of safety in God and dignity in self.

This is the self-loved life.
It is sacred.
It is quiet strength.

It is tender courage.

It is Kingdom alignment.
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Practical Habits of a Self-Loved Life

e Wake up and bless your body instead of criticizing it.

¢ Say one kind thing to yourself before checking your phone.
¢ Create white space in your day to breathe, reflect, and reset.
¢ Speak truth over yourself when shame starts whispering.

¢ Let people help you without guilt.

¢ Stop rushing. You are not behind.

o Walk away from what drains you, even if it's familiar.

e Journal your wins, even the small ones.

¢ Rest before you are forced to.

¢ Worship not for rescue, but for communion.

You Are the First Environment You Must Heal

If you don't feel safe within yourself, no environment will feel safe.
So heal here.

Start here.

Make your soul a home, not a battleground.

Speak kindly. Show up honestly. Listen deeply.

You are allowed to be whole.
You are allowed to enjoy yourself.

You are allowed to say, “God, | love who You made me to be”

And when you live this way, others will feel the ripple of it.

Because healed people don't just heal themselves.
They shift atmospheres.

They model grace.

They awaken courage in others.
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The self-loved life is not the goal.
It's the evidence.

The fruit of a soul no longer at war with itself.

Reflection:
What daily patterns do | need to build to sustain the self-loved life?

What old habits do | need to gently release?

Prayer:
Father, thank You for restoring my identity. Let my life reflect Your love, not just in what | give, but in how | live,
how | rest, how | speak to myself, and how | move through the world. Teach me to walk daily in this grace,

with peace and joy. Amen.

CONCLUSION

You Deserve to Be Whole

You don't have to keep surviving.

There is a life beyond guilt. A rhythm beyond exhaustion. A version of you that's not defined by what others

demand or what the past distorted. A version of you that is whole.

This is your inheritance in Christ. Not just forgiveness, not just heaven, but wholeness.

Wholeness in your thoughts.
Wholeness in your body.
Wholeness in your identity.

Wholeness in your boundaries.

Wholeness in how you see yourself when no one else is around.
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And for too long, the Church has emphasized service while neglecting the soul.
We taught obedience without teaching emotional safety.
We celebrated sacrifice but ignored self-awareness.

We idolized burnout and called it faithfulness.

But God is restoring the house.

And the first house He's restoring is you.

Wholeness Is Not a Destination. It's a Decision.

You don't arrive at healing. You walk it out.
Every time you choose truth over guilt, you take another step.
Every time you say no to old patterns, you reclaim your peace.

Every time you let go of needing to be understood, you step into deeper trust.

This journey is not about becoming someone else.
It's about returning to who God made you to be, before the guilt, before the shame, before the striving, before

the expectations took over.

That child who danced without asking.
That soul who felt wonder before fear taught you to shrink.

That heart that wanted to love without guilt.

God is restoring that.

“He restores my soul...” (Psalm 23:3)

He doesn't just redeem what you do. He restores who you are.
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You Are Not Selfish. You Are Sacred.

Everything this book has declared to you is not just information, it's permission.
Permission to rest.

Permission to pause.

Permission to be honest.

Permission to live in alignment.

Permission to protect your peace.

Permission to speak up.

Permission to be kind to your own soul.

Self-love, when rightly rooted, is not rebellion against God, it's agreement with God.

You were never called to neglect yourself to prove you love Him.
You were called to love Him with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength, and that requires that you care for

those parts.

God is not impressed with your guilt.
He's not waiting for you to wear yourself out before He approves.

He's not asking for you to disappear so others can thrive.

He wants you, whole, joyful, rested, authentic, powerful.

Let This Be Your New Beginning

From this page forward, you don't have to apologize for healing.

You don't have to shrink to be accepted.

You don't have to explain your peace to people who benefit from your exhaustion.
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You can breathe.
You can walk away from guilt.
You can create rhythms that reflect your freedom.

You can love boldly, rest deeply, serve wisely, and say no confidently.

You can be both kind and clear.
Both generous and grounded.

Both loving and limited.

This is what maturity looks like.
This is what wholeness looks like.

This is what God has been trying to teach you all along.

You deserve to be whole.
Not because you earned it.

But because He already paid for it.

Receive it.
Live it.

And never apologize again.

Final Reflection:
What would my life look like if | truly lived free from guilt?

What one decision can | make today that reflects my wholeness?

Closing Prayer:
Father, | receive Your truth. | release guilt. | let go of shame. | choose to walk in the fullness of who You

created me to be. Make me whole again, mind, body, and spirit. Let every part of my life reflect Your healing

power and restoring grace. | am Yours. | am free. | am loved. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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BONUS SECTION

7 Healing Affirmations to Speak Daily

1. 1'am allowed to rest without guilt. My peace is not a luxury, it's a necessity.
2. God loves me as | am, not as | perform.

3. Setting boundaries is an act of obedience, not rebellion.

4. My voice matters. My presence is sacred. My needs are valid.

5. I no longer carry what is not mine to fix.

6. 1 am learning to love myself the way God already does.

7. Wholeness is my portion. Guilt has no place in my story anymore.

3 Boundary Scripts You Can Start Using Today

“I'm not available for that right now, but | care. Let's find another time or solution.”
“I've realized that | need more rest and space. This is not personal, it's what | need for my health.”

“Thank you for understanding that I'm prioritizing what aligns with my peace and purpose right now.”

These phrases are not just polite, they are powerful. They give language to freedom. Use them, adapt them,

and trust the Spirit to guide your tone with truth and grace.

A Short Prayer for the Overwhelmed

Lord,
| am tired of holding everything together.
Tired of pretending I'm okay.

Tired of giving until | disappear.

Today, | release the pressure.

| release the guilt.

| release the lie that says I'm only valuable when I'm useful.
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Help me breathe again.
Help me believe again.

Help me become someone who knows how to receive love, not just give it.

| lay down my guilt and pick up Your grace.
Heal the parts of me I've ignored for too long.

Fill the spaces I've emptied for everyone else.

I'm ready to come back to me.
Because You never stopped waiting.

Amen.
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CALL TO ACTION

If this book spoke to you, don't keep it to yourself.

¢ Share it with someone who needs permission to heal.
o Start a conversation in your small group, church, or home.

¢ Use the prayers and affirmations as part of your daily rhythm.

You can also:

e Leave areview so others can find healing too.

¢ Follow Anthony Abbin for more resources, teachings, and words that restore.
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This book is more than pages.

It's a movement toward freedom.

Let this be the beginning.
Let your healing become contagious.

And never stop becoming the whole, free, and loved version of who God designed you to be.

You deserve it. The world needs it. Heaven rejoices in it.

Now walk in it.




Guilty for ™
Loving
Yourself

"Stop Feeling Guilty for Loving Yourself" empowers
readers to embrace self-love as a divine act rather
than a selfish choice. Through reflections, prayers,
and biblical truths, it challenges the guilt imposed
by societal and religious norms, encouraging the
establishment of healthy boundaries. Discover how
prioritizing your well-being is not only sacred but
essential for fulfilling your purpose and living
authentically.



